Code 3 Retrievers Transition Yard Program

Thank you for letting us train your hunting partner.  As you advance with your dogs training there are a few principles to bare in mind.

· Establish and uphold standards

· Your dog is not a machine, but an animal that has been conditioned to respond in a consistent and predictable manner.

· Maintain the conditioned response and you will maintain control of your dog.

· Like most athletes, practice makes perfect.

I will be describing a transition yard program to condition your dog to your voice and inflection as well as establish your control over the dog.  The yard program takes approximately 10 Minutes a day over a 2-week period.  Anyone who will be giving the dog a command should participate fully in the yard program.

The yard program is designed to reinforce known commands, establish the handlers control over the dog, and establish communication between the handler and dog using whistle, voice, and body language.

Handling a dog seems like it would be an easy task, you command sit and the dog sits, you command here and the dog turns and comes to you.  This is a simplified yet incorrect way to look at a dog and it’s response.  A dog may comply with the command but at the same time show signs of rejecting your authority over it such as: yawning, delay tactics, avoiding eye contact, showing dominance. Dogs are pack animals and as such, are always looking for ways to move up in the pecking order of the pack.  You will have to establish yourself, as well as anyone that will be handling the dog as head of the dog pack.  You will accomplish this through he use of corrections, indirect pressure, and the occasional use of force.

Your dog has been conditioned to the use of the following items; 10’ leash with “linked chain”, 30’ check cord, JSA collar, Prong collar, riding crop, ear pinch, toe hitch, as well as the Tri-tronics remote collar.  All of these devises are used in the training of your retriever in a deliberate and thoughtful manner.

Conditioning a dog to a command involves several steps, they are as follows.

1. Teach - Show the dog the correct way you want a task performed.

2. Repeat – Dogs learn by repetition.  The conditioned response is not established until the completion of hundreds of repetitions.

3. Force – After the dog is taught and repetitions have been performed, the dog should undergo some type of force to overcome the dog’s natural tendency to reject a command that is against its instincts.

4. Enforce – After the force is complete you may now use different tools to enforce known commands.  These tools may include remote collars and different leash collar combinations.

Standards

You must be fair and consistent with your dog if you are to get a consistent response from them.  You obtain consistent responses when you establish and maintain reasonable standards.

All commands should be given only once.  If the dog does not comply give the command again in conjunction with a correction.

The following are the standards that have been set for your dog.

· “Sit” the dog should sit immediately upon voice or whistle command and stay seated until he is released or given another command.

· “Here” the dog should immediately turn and come to the handler upon the here command.  This command also is used to move the dog forward or rotate the dog towards the handler.  Voice or Whistle.

· “Heel” Positions the dog around the handler.  Moves the dog backward or rotates the dog’s body away from handler.  Also used to position the dog while walking.

There are many other subtle standards that have been established or that you will want to establish.

If you have any questions feel free to contact us.

John Abramson

