Code 3 Retrievers Training Information

We use any number of cues or commands to communicate with the dog.   

     Command- To direct a dog to take an action or stop an action.  Examples; whistle command sit, voice command here, voice command back.

     Cue’s - release the dog to do what comes naturally or to subtlety have the dog perform a task.  Examples; hunt it up, mark, come around, trail.

     Releases – Encourages the dog to do what is instinctual.


The following is a list of Commands, Cues and Releases we use in training.

     Commands

· Sit – Voice or one hard whistle blast- Used to stop motion and keep dog stationary until given another task.

· Here – Voice or several short whistle blasts – used to recall dog.

· Heel – voice or gesture - used to position dog around the handler.

· Fetch – voice - command given to dog to pick up object.

· Back – voice and hand signal  - command given to dog to move away from handler.  (Intermediate and senior dogs only)

· Over – voice and hand signal – command give to dog to take a direction towards the bird. (Intermediate and senior dogs only)

· Come around – voice or two whistle beeps - to change a dog’s direction while quartering.

Once the dog is fully trained commands will always be enforced.

Cues

· Mark- voice – tells the dog a bird is coming or to watch for a falling bumper.

· Hold – voice – reminds dog to hold the bird/ bumper

· Good dog – voice – lets the dog know he is doing things correctly

· No – voice – lets the dog know he is doing things incorrectly.

Cues will not be strictly enforced due to the fact they are generally used to give the dog subtle direction.

Releases

· Dogs name – voice – release the dog to retrieve the downed bird or bumper
· Outside – voice - releases the dog to air himself
· Find it or Trail – voice / hand gesture– releases the dog to follow a scent trail.
· Shake – voice – releases the dog to shake after exiting water.
· Hunt it up – voice – releases dog to hunt the area for upland game
If there are commands other than what we have listed that you want us to use please notify us.

