Marking Training and Tests Handlers Role

From the Crate to the Line

· Let dog out of crate and call to “heel” and “sit”.

· Put on lead.

· Air dog.

· Lead into holding blind.

· When number is called, take off lead and put in pocket.

· Put whistle in mouth and heel dog to the line.

· Sit the dog facing key bird or last bird down.

On the Line and Sending for the First Bird

· Give the dog time to locate all the guns; help the dog if necessary- don’t hurry.

· Signal to judge to call for birds.

· Do not speak to or touch dog while birds are going down

· Wait for judge to call number.

· Make sure dog is looking at correct bird and the dog’s head and spine are straight.

· Place hand over center of dog’s head

· Give release to retrieve (dog’s name)

Receiving the Bird and Sending for the Next Birds

· Face the next bird to be retrieved

· Sit the dog on the side you select facing the next bird to be retrieved.

· Give the command “leave it”, take the bird and give to the judge or palce in bird bag.

· Make sure dog is lined up and looking at next bird.

· Place hand over center of log’s head  (optional, depending on circumstances)

· Give release (dog’s name).

Leaving the Line

· After last bird is retrieved and given to judge, leave the line.

· Heel dog to area behind the holding blind without collar or touching dog.

· When behind the holding blind, put on lead.

· Praise dog as appropriate and lead to vehicle.

This scenario is written  for a senior field test or field trial situation.  It may be adapted for training, hunting, or lower stake testing situation.

