Started Training Program 

This program is designed to take your started trained dog and maintain the training instilled in him or her and build upon those skills to the point that you could start intermediate work.  (Doubles / Handling)

The program assumes that you are able to work with your dog at least two sessions per week for ½ hour to 1 hour per session.

Session #1

1. Obedience (10- 20-minute session in the yard.

· Sit –voice and whistle.  Walking sit.

· Here –voice and whistle.

· Heel- walking and push / pull drills

2.  Walking fetch or wagon wheel drill

3. Single marks on land with multiple guns station placements. Open flat ground, stretching the dog out to 100 yards.

4. 75-yard water marks in water.

Session #2

1. Single water marks 4-5, distance should range form 50-100 yards

2. Quartering – live birds should be used.

3. Breaking drills.  Shot flyers or birds thrown at very close distances with a lot of noise and attention.

4. Marking concepts.  Through cover, over a road, up hill and others.

It is extremely important to establish your standards and maintain them at all times.  Dogs learn and build confidence through success, so if you dog is having problems with a concept simplify. 

Work on one concept at a time to avoid confusion.  Don’t worry about staying ridged with the schedule just try to be balanced.  I know you will have questions about terms and drills, write them down and we will get together again to train.  You can also look to see where your dog is having difficulties and add different drills to work on them. 

I do not hold to any one schedule in my own training.  I have concepts that I address with each dog on a daily basis but always with balance in mind.  Also obedience is paramount.  It should be done a minimum of once a week.  Your dog will need to be worked to maintain and improve the standards that have been set for it.  This includes hunting.  Do not lower your standards just because you are hunting, maintain them at all times.

